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Note from the Pastor: 
 John 21 is a chapter that reminds us that we serve a God of “Second Chances” or 
“Fresh Beginnings”.  You remember that Peter denied our Lord three times just a few hours 
after telling Him that he would never deny Him.  Peter stated in Matt. 23:33 & 35 that “Even if 
all fall away on account of you, I never will….Even if I have to die with You, I will never disown 
You!ò  In John 21, we find that Peter went back to fishing, thinking his ministry was over, but 
God wasn’t finished with him yet.  Read John 21:15-19 where Jesus comes to Peter and 
restores him back into the ministry once again. 
 As we begin a New Year, would you take some time to ask God to forgive you for bad 
choices this past year?  God desires to have a personal relationship with you, but you must be 
willing to spend time with Him.  Sometimes past mistakes cause us to believe that God would 
never want us back again.  Or, that God could never use us for His purposes ever again.  That 
is not correct!  In John 21, God restores Peter and begins to use him in ways Peter never 
thought possible.  How many people in the Bible were given second chances?  Look at the 
lives of Abraham, Moses, David, Jonah, Peter to just mention a few. 
 As you plan your New Year resolutions, be sure to include your walk with God.  All 
things are possible with God!  Even your marriage, your relationship with your children, your 
finances, bad habits, etc.  God is much bigger then any of our problems or trials.  We just have 
to be willing to follow His plan for our lives and make changes in our lives according to His 
Word.  God is willing to give you a fresh beginning in 2010!  Are you? 
 I cannot begin to express how excited that I am to be your pastor at Gashland Baptist 
Church.  I am thrilled with what God is doing in our church.  God has placed a group of people 
who love the Lord who is willing to be used by Him at Gashland.  That is a great start! 
 As we begin 2010 together, let’s ask God to show us what He would have us to do as a 
church.  Be sure to pray for one another and encourage one another.  Be sure to introduce 
yourself to anyone you do not know in our worship services, so that they feel welcome! 
 We will begin this New Year with a Stewardship emphasis and then begin to focus our 
attention upon the significance of Easter in each of our lives.  I would like to take you through a 
“Journey to the Cross” as we prepare for Easter.  May the Lord continue to bless you and keep 
you in His tender care! 

Love in Christ, 
Pastor George 

¯In the beginning was the Word, and Word was God.°  Genesis 1:3 
January, February, March Issue 

Please submit your news, events, articles by March 10th for inclusion in the April, May, and June issue. 
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Here Comes Another New Year!!! 

 

 Now is the time when we look back at the past year and reflect on how we got to 

where we are.  This has been another year in which great changes have taken place.  For 

myself, I just have to acknowledge once again that God is in control.  We often take 

Jeremiah 29:11 out of its context and just claim the promise that God knows the plans He 

has for us, for good and not for evil.  Joel Osteen is not the only TV preacher that latches 

on to the last half where God promises ñprosperityò.  But this promise to the children of 

Israel came to a people who were living in exile; people who had been banished from 

their homeland and were longing to return.  But God promises to bring them back.  He 

takes them to task for pursuing false prophets and promises some very harsh 

punishments against the false prophets.  And yet in the middle of this chapter the promise 

is made that God will bless them and return them to what they were before their time of 

exile.  Part of getting the context right is looking at vss. 12-14.  This is where God 

outlines the responsibility that the children of Israel had:  to call upon and pray to the 

Lord, to seek with all their heart and find God.  And He says that He ñwill be found by 

youéò 

 And now we stand at the end of one year and the beginning of another.  God 

knows the plans He has for us as individuals and as a church family for this year.  The 

challenge for each of us is to pray and trust Him, to put down roots so that He can 

prosper us in this place to which He has called us.  Seek with all your heart the Living 

God and believe that He will do what He has promised to do.  It is a lot harder to see 

where God is going to lead you than to look back and see how Heôs been accomplishing 

His will in our lives and the corporate life of this congregation.   

  I hope that in 2010 we will be a church that seeks to follow that Great 

Commandment (Matthew 22: 37-40) and try to get all sorts of programs and mission 

projects running full speed.  The churches that crash and burn out are usually trying to 

make things happen in their own strength without first living the Great Commandment.  

So, I pray that this will be the year that we deepen our personal relationships with Christ.  

Love Him with all youôve got and then bring that enthusiasm when we worship together.  

He knows what Heôd like to do with Gashland Baptist Church.  What do you think we 

can look forward to this year? 

  

 Call this a PS:  I am looking forward to the Celebration Choir and the Praise 

Team growing and improving even more for 2010.  ñOne Small Childò is just one more 

thing that I will cherish this year and I am so very grateful for the hard work of the choir 

and the receptive hearts of the congregation last Sunday. 

 There is room for YOU in the choir left! 
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The past few weeks have been great.  Weôve had lots of children to teach about Jesus.  Weôve 

been averaging 17 and this past Sunday had 19. 

Our Birthday Party for Jesus was a lot of fun.  The children seemed to have a good time.  

Thanks to all teachers who helped, also Mastonôs for hanging the stars to Bethlehem, Jeannie 

for taking pictures, Terry Hensley for a great job with story about Jesusô birth.  The children 

and workers enjoyed ice cream, cake, and chocolate milk, played a game, made Christmas bells 

and took home favors in a cup of candy and small toys. 

Thanks to the Preschoolers who brought gifts for our adopted boy for Christmas; 2 year old 

Aiden.  They brought Christian books and Bible, 2 outfits, cars, dump truck, stuffed animal, and 

more.  I joined Brentôs class in delivering the childôs gifts and their gift certificates, and food 

for grandma and mother.  They were receptive and plan to come to our church sometime.  What 

a great blessing to help others. 

If the Lord is calling you to work with Preschoolers, let me know.  We will train you and 

provide supplies and materials.  Please pray about this matter, you will be blessed. 

A big thank you for Sandy Jones who agreed to work once a month in Babies and Wanda 

Ashley to work Babies every other month. 

Keep praying for our Preschoolers and their families that we reach with the love of JESUS. 

A hearty thanks for whoever has been replenishing our baby wipes, glue sticks, supplies 

without telling me and GOD BLESS YOU. 

Roberta Long 

816-896-4510 

CHURCH CLOSING POLICY 

Sunday School and Sunday Morning Service will not be cancelled  

due to weather pending EXTREME weather conditions.   

It would a personnel decision to attend or not.   

 

Sunday Evening Services, if cancelled, would be announced at Sunday 

Morning Services and, as a backup for individuals who are not able 

to attend Sunday Morning Services, the cancellation of Sunday 

Evening Services would be broadcast on the major TV and Radio 

networks.  
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From the Missions Committee: 
 

Training for Love Inc. Volunteers 
 

Love INC (In the Name of Christ) serves low income individuals and families in Clay County.   
Our church is a partner church w/ Love Inc. 

 
 

When: Mon, Feb. 1 from 7:00-8:00 pm or 
    Wed, Feb. 3 from 1:00-2:00pm 

 
Bring: 2 personal references w/ names & addresses 

1 reference from pastor or church leader 
Thoughts on your God-given talents. 

 
All interested in volunteering at Love Inc. must attend a training session. 

 Refresh 

Sunday school training 
Gashland Baptist Church - January 23, 2010 

8:00 am - Registration & Continental Breakfast 
8:30 am - Opening Session 

11:30 am - Conclusion 
 

Training for all leaders:  
Preschool, Children, Student, Adult, and General Officers 
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BLIZZARD  JANUARY   UNSCRAMBLE THE WORDS 

COLD   MARCH     

DECEMBER  SHOVEL    

DRIFTS  SKATE   E  I  M  N  T  S  T  

FEBRUARY  SKIING   L  O  P  W  

FREEZING  SLUSH   A  A  J  N  R  U  Y   

FROST  SNOWMAN   A  C  F  R  S   

HOCKEY  SNOWSTORM  E  E  E  F  R  Z   

ICE   TOBBOGAN   I  L  P  S  

ICICLES  WIND CHILL   F  O  R  T  S  

       

 

I  W I  N D C H I  L  L  B N T H E 

N E O R T H E C R N L H E M I  

S P T H E R E E W I  I  N T E R 

S S T A O L  S T I  C Z E O F C 

N H O C K E Y G N I  Z E E R F 

O C B U R S S D E C A B E O M 

W B B E R C T W E N R D T S Y 

M R O T S W O N S U D R K T F 

A I  G R S H T L  A O R I  T W E 

N N A T Y C S R D E I  F C O S 

J A N U A R Y N D N H T I  H T 

I  S T H E A D A G Y W S O I  T 

H T R E B M E C E D H V U E L 

E A S T A M O U N T E O F L  D 

A Y L I  G I  C I  C L  E S H T S 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
January 

5th  5:00 PM  ˈ˖˟˕˪˻ˤ ʷ˦˟˕ˣ˒˚ˤ˖ˣ 
6th  6:30 PM  Awana back in session 
10th  12:00 PM  Fellowship Meal   
10th  1:00 PM  Ministry Meeting 
10th  6:00 PM  Eba Morris - Missions Night 
12th  6:00 PM  Nominating Meeting 
12th  6:30 PM  W.E.M. 
14th  1:00 PM  Seasoned Saints 
17th  5:00 PM  ʴ˙˚˝˕ˣ˖˟˻ˤ ʴˠ˦˟˔˚˝ 
23rd  8:30 AM  S.S. Training 

February 
1st  7:00 PM  Love Inc. Training 
2nd  5:00 PM  ˈ˖˟˕˪˻ˤ ʷ˦˟˕ˣ˒˚ˤ˖ˣ 
3rd  1:00 PM  Love Inc Training 
7th  10:45 AM  Communion 
9th  6:00 PM  Nominating Meeting 
9th  6:30 PM  W.E.M. 
11th  1:00 PM  Seasoned Saints 
13th    Kids S.S. Skating Party 
14th  12:00 PM  Fellowship Meal 
14th  1:00 PM  Ministry Meeting 
19th-20th    Acquire the Fire 
21st  5:00 PM  ʴ˙˚˝˕ˣ˖˟˻ˤ ʴˠ˦˟˔˚˝ 

March 
2nd  5:00 PM  ˈ˖˟˕˪˻ˤ ʷ˦˟˕ˣ˒˚ˤ˖ˣ 
9th  6:00 PM  Nominating Meeting 
9th  6:30 PM  W.E.M. 
11th  1:00 PM  Seasoned Saints 
14th  12:00 PM  Fellowship Meal 
14th  1:00 PM  Ministry Meeting 
17th    No Awana - Spring Break 
21st  5:00 PM  ʴ˙˚˝˕ˣ˖˟˻ˤ ʴˠ˦˟˔˚˝ 
27th  9:00-11:30  Easter Family Day 


